Example of an “Action Area” with respect to requirements under EPA’s Multi-Sector General Permit

(MSGP) for protection of Endangered Species Act (ESA)-protected species and critical habitat
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Action Area — all areas to be affected directly or indirectly by the federal action and not merely the immediate area
involved in the action. See 50 CFR 402. For the purposes of this permit and for application of Endangered Species Act
requirements, the following areas are included in the definition of action area:

The areas where stormwater discharges originate and flow from the industrial facility to
the point of discharge into receiving waters. (Example: Where stormwater flows into a
ditch, swale, or gully that leads to receiving waters and where listed species (such as
listed amphibians) are found in the ditch, swale, or gully.)

The areas where stormwater from industrial activities discharge into receiving waters
and the areas in the immediate vicinity of the point of discharge. (Example: Where
stormwater from industrial activities discharges into a stream segment that is known to
harbor listed aquatic species.)

The areas where stormwater controls will be constructed and operated, including any
areas where stormwater flows to and from the stormwater controls. (Example: Where a
stormwater retention pond would be built.)

The areas upstream and/or downstream from the stormwater discharge into a stream
segment that may be affected by these discharges. (Example: Where sediment dis-

charged to a receiving stream settles downstream and impacts a breeding area of a
listed aquatic species.)



